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News Release 
ALIEN SMUGGLER SENTENCED TO 9 YEARS FOR HOSTAGE TAKING 
Mexican national one of six smugglers who held 36 illegal aliens at gunpoint at a local business 

HOUSTON- A Mexican national was sentenced to 9 years in prison without parole earlier this week 
for taking 36 illegal aliens hostage inside the GNW Car Stereo Store March 11, 2004. 

Zabdiel Hernandez-Bonilla, 19, from Mexico, was arrested by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) agents last year after the Houston Police Department (HPD) responded to calls 
from near the car stereo shop located at 9651 Bissonnet indicating several dozen illegal aliens were 
being held against their will. 

Also arrested at that location were five co-defendants, Armando Gaona, 30, a Mexican national; 
William Calderon-Lopez, 26, from El Salvador; Rafael Rivas-Lopez, 29, from El Salvador; Victor 
Victor-Magdalena, 29, from Mexico, and Juan Carlos Martinez-Ordonez, 28, a Mexican national. 

Zabdiel Hernandez-Bonilla pleaded guilty to hostage taking charges last Dec. 15. He also provided 
incriminating testimony against his five co-conspirators. 

Defendants Gaona, Calderon-Lopez, Rivas-Lopez, and Victor-Magdalena were convicted during a 
seven-day trial last Feb. 2004 on four counts of hostage taking, four counts of transporting illegal 
aliens, and four counts of harboring illegal aliens. 

Juan Carlos Martinez-Ordonez, was convicted on all counts except the transporting illegal aliens 
charges during that same trial. 

Victor Victor-Magdaleno was the person responsible for receiving the illegal aliens from a smuggler 
in Mexico near the town of Roma, Texas and would walk them through the brush to circumvent the 
CBP Border patrol checkpoint. He would then place them into vans and take them to GNW Car 
Stereo shop. 
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Evidence during the trial indicated that both Victor-Magdaleno and Gaona acted as the bosses of the 
group of illegal aliens. In addition, Gaona was identified as one of the smugglers who beat an illegal 
alien unconscious after he failed to pay his $2,000 smuggling fee. 

Gaona was identified as being the person who held the illegal aliens at gunpoint by threatening them 
with a Tec9 semiautomatic pistol used to intimidate them. A Raven .25 semiautomatic pistol was 
also sued to threaten the aliens. 

“We are constantly reminded of the callous use of force and threats the smugglers employ against 
their victims,” said ICE’s Acting Special Agent-in-Charge, Bob Rutt. “We will keep using every 
available law enforcement tool to ensure that these violent criminals are brought to justice.” 

William Calderon-Lopez, the manager of the GNW Car Stereo shop and also acted as a guard to 
watch the aliens until family members could pay the smuggling fees. 

ICE agents determined that Rivas-Lopez, Martinez-Ordonez, and Hernandez-Bonilla also acted as 
guards, and their fingerprints were found on notebooks and ledgers used to keep track of the illegal 
aliens. 

Sentencing for the remaining five defendants is scheduled for Aug. 1. They face up to life in prison 
and fines not to exceed $250,000. 
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